The Importance of Reading the Bible

Right, who has their bibles? good! turn to the bobKezekiah and we are going
to read from Hezekiah 4:7. The first to get it,d@aaloud.

First reason then to read your bibles is so thatdan't look silly when someone
says to turn to a book that doesn't exsist.

The great thing about the bible is that it's steadygtworthy.Unlike people at
school or work who change their opinions all tmeetiand tell lies, you can rely on
the bible. Its a pillar, something that is alwagBable. You can go to it when you
are happy or sad, angry or tired and it will alwsslsyou the truth. Its not like a
guy who tells his girlfriend what she wants to hehen she ask him what she
looks like?does my bum look big in this? no. never. you lgelat

WHAT DOES GOD'S WORD SAY ABOUT ITSELF?
A LAMP:

Psalm 119:105, His word lights our wayow do you know where  to go
if you don't look at God's worddon't know about you but | need to read what
God says otherwise I'm running around like a hessdthickenHow many of
you go first to a friend or youth leader or pasamkling what to do? rather
than going to God's word?ie all do it. Proverbs 3:5-6 says it perfectly.

FOOD.

| think some of you are abit excited about thiglitin't know you could
eat the bible! if only i'd know earlier'Anyway, God's word is food for us. 1
Peter 2:2 talks about craving theute, spiritual milk like new born babies do.
How many of you eat everyday? If  you are like mentyou start to worry if
you haven't eaten in an hour or 2. My friend wag$o the gym and fitness that
his whole day revolved around his eating timeta¥bat he would eat? when

he would eat? and how much he would &§t®d wantghis Mars bar?
You see how quickly you wanted it.

Why then do we frantically feed these bodies kmoythat they are

going to fall apart one day? Yet our spirits whare God's and
eternal, we neglecivhen was the last time you scrambled to feed
yourself with God's word in order that you wereZédso when did you last
scramble to get some crisps because you were yRiByen Jesus, God
Himself, shows us the importance:  Matthew 4:4.

WHY?
Listening to God:




We always want to hear from Gdyhat's He saying to me? Why don't
| ever hear His voice like my mate does? Why db&ad tell me what to
do?We always a revelation but forget that God has  uallst written 66 books
called the Bible where He is speaking to us imsmy different ways.

For Prayer:
God's word aids us in prayer. See John 15:7. Bagissthat if He stays

within us and His words remain us then whateveaslefor, will be given. You
wouldn't have known that if it wasn't for God's  rdio

Creates Faith:
When you are feeling weak or low just read these:
Romans 10:17, Mark 11:24 & Romans 8:1,2

HOW?
Make Time:
It is a sacrifice to read God's word but unleswede time we will never
get around to it. We make time for TV, friends, tloall, food etc.. Why not the
Bible? We all know should, but do we? If we readhe morning and before bed

we start and finish our day with God's word.
Make Space:
Find a quiet place. Its hard to read when peo@eaming into your

room all the time. | used to have to lock myselthe  bathroom to find some
peace. It was the only place | could escape!

Make Sense:

There is no point reading if we don't understarte amazing thing is that
the Holy Spirit wrote this book so who best to ha#p Just simple pray each
time that He would help you understand it.

As you mum used to sait$ not a racg, therefore don't rush. Read it
slowly!

To finish, Hebrews 4:12 says....... God's wordesgar boring or tame. It's alive,
and can cut you in two. Luckily we are on God'®sideep reading! Thank you.



